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midst of it all, he was able to find relief and distraction
in the composition of endless stanzas of in-
different French verses.    At no time in his    isverses-
life was he more prolific than in the unhappy months
that followed Kollin and preceded Rossbach.

After more than two months of anxious waiting, of
marching to and fro, of sending out detach- Two months
ments this side and that, Frederick succeeded of anxiety.
in bringing matters to an issue with the French and
Imperialists. About the middle of October he had been
obliged to hurry off homewards on hearing that the
Austrians were making a dash at Berlin. The ^ustrians
affair turned out to be merely a raid of 3,000 in Berlin.
or 4,000 light troops, who no sooner heard that the king
was inarching against them than they departed within
twenty-four hours of their arrival, with an instalment of
the ransom they had demanded, amounting to 28,ooo/.
In effect it proved useful to Frederick, as his retreat
emboldened Soubise to come out from the Thuringian
hills, and thus gave him the long-sought opportunity for
a battle. The enemy had got as far as Leipzig.

,                           ...         .        ,-         ,         Soubise

and were preparing to besiege it, when they comes out of
heard that the king was coming back after thehills-
them, whereupon they fell back behind the Saale, and
awaited his approach. Frederick followed, and took up
a position a couple of miles to the east of the combined
army with his right wing resting on Bedra, his left on
Rossbach.

The little village of Rossbach, so soon about to be-
come a memorable name in German history, lies in a
country rich in historical associations.    A few situation Of
miles to the eastward, just across the' Saale, is Rossbach.
Liitzen, where Gustavus Adolphus fell in the hour of
victory.    Not much further off to the south is the fatal
field of Jena, where, half a century after Rossbach, Fre-